x Cultural diversity, European identity and the legitimacy of the EU European culture, both of which are developing as an interdependent process; (4) European identity and culture, and national and regional identities, are not exclusive, rather, they are complementary. Dieter Fuchs and Andrea Schlenker presented a background paper summarizing the theoretical approach and clarifying major conceptual issues at the EU-Consent: Work package V Conference in Lodz in April 2006. The subsequent team meetings focused on the discussion of the individual chapter drafts. The conceptual framework that had been developed earlier on helped to structure the debate and integrate the three broad themes of the volume: EU legitimacy, European identity, and the relation of EU legitimacy and European identity under the condition of cultural diversity between European nations.
The high degree of coherence of the contributions to this volume owes much to the time the team spent together and the genius loci of the meeting places. This is particularly true for the workshops that took place at Sciences Po Paris, Dijon campus. Lukas Macek, directeur de 1er cycle est-européen de Sciences Po à Dijon 'Europe Centrale et Orientale,' and his staff proved to be generous hosts. Much has been said about the social functions of comparative research. Team 12 will certainly not forget the excellent cuisine and the wonderful wines of Burgundy, and the Maison Millière at rue de la Chouette, in particular. Thanks also go to Maria Karasinska-Fendler, leader of Work package V, and the European Institute of the Foundation for European Studies in Lodz. The two team meetings held in Lodz on the coat-tails of the Work package V conferences will be remembered for the proverbial Polish hospitality. Last but not least, we want to gratefully acknowledge the hospitality offered by the Social Science Research Centre Berlin.
EU-Consent provided an ideal support structure for the project. Special thanks go to Gaby Umbach and Funda Tekin of the Network's Cologne headquarters and to Vincent Morandi and Linda Amrani, responsables administratifs at Sciences Po Paris' Centre d'Études Européennes. Without their help we would not have managed to live up to the European Commission's reporting standards.
For professional assistance in the editorial work we appreciate the services of Nora Onar; Gudrun Mouna and Helene Rädler prepared the manuscript with competence and care.
Wolfgang Wessels and many other colleagues of the Network of Excellence have been generous with their advice and counsel. We want to say thank you to all of them.
Two babies were born and four dissertations finished during the 48 months our team worked together. We add this volume as the last of this project's happy events.
